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Executive Summary

The travelling exhibition Anne Frank – A History for Today was organised in five secondary
schools across Croatia (Zadar, Split and Karlovac) and Serbia (Belgrade and Velika Plana). Each
exhibition was preceded by peer guide training, after which trained students guided visitors
through the exhibition. The activities combined historical education, peer learning, and
interactive discussions, encouraging participants to reflect on the Holocaust, human rights,
tolerance, and the importance of remembrance.

The activity aimed to increase young people's understanding of the Holocaust and its relevance
to contemporary human rights issues through oral history and peer education. By training
students as peer guides, the project sought to promote active citizenship, critical thinking,
empathy, tolerance, and social responsibility while strengthening participants' communication and
presentation skills.

The exhibition and the peer guide training was implemented in 5 schools across 2 countries –
Croatia and Serbia: Gimnazija Vladimira Nazora (Zadar, HR), Prirodoslovna škola Split (Split, HR),
Ekonomsko-turistička škola Karlovac (Karlovac, HR), Tehnoart Secondary School (Belgrade, RS),
and Ekonomsko-ugostiteljska škola "Vuk Karadžić" (Velika Plana, RS). A total of 66 peer guides
participated in the project (43 from Croatia and 23 from Serbia), while the exhibitions reached
approximately 2,505 visitors. 

Feedback from students trained for peer guiding was consistently positive across all locations.
Students reported that the exhibition helped them better understand Anne Frank's story, the
Holocaust, and the importance of human rights, tolerance, and empathy. They particularly
appreciated the use of personal stories to explain historical events, while peer guides also
highlighted improvements in their communication, public speaking, confidence, and critical
thinking skills.

Following the completion of the exhibitions, preparations are already underway for the next
school year, during which the travelling exhibition will continue to be implemented in Croatia and
Serbia, while expanding to Slovenia and North Macedonia. The project partners are currently
developing the implementation plan for the upcoming cycle to ensure the continued promotion
of Holocaust remembrance, human rights education, tolerance, and democratic values. The
exhibition will continue to engage new generations of students through peer-guided educational
activities and discussions in participating schools. In addition, students who served as peer guides
and wish to remain active through the Anne Frank Youth Network will be informed about future
network activities and opportunities. They will be invited to participate in youth conferences
organised within the STAND UP project, as well as study trips and other international educational
and networking activities, enabling them to continue their engagement as young ambassadors of
remembrance, human rights, and democratic values.



Background Information
The key activity in Work Package 6 was planned to consist of organizing four live Peer
Guide Trainings for young people, followed by the implementation of the Anne Frank –
History for Today traveling exhibition in local communities. The activity was originally
planned to take place in four localities across Republika Srpska entity in Bosnia and
Herzegovina; however, due to political situation worsening that brough about children and
youth safeguarding considerations, the activity relocated and implemented in Croatia and
Serbia.

Through the trainings, 40–60 young participants were planned to be trained as peer
guides who would guide their peers through the exhibition. Each training was designed to
involve approximately 10–15 youth participants, providing them with knowledge,
facilitation skills, and competencies needed to engage other young people in discussions
on Holocaust history, human rights, tolerance, and active citizenship.

Following each training, the traveling exhibition was planned to stay for approximately
two weeks in four localities and the exhibitions were expected to reach approximately
2,000 visitors through organized school visits and individual visitors. The trained Peer
Guides guided various visitors through the exhibitions, facilitating peer-to-peer learning
experiences and encouraging dialogue among visitors.
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The agenda below presents a proposed structure for the two-day peer guide training
developed within the Anne Frank – A History for Today programme. The schedule is
designed to prepare students both for understanding the exhibition's historical content
and for developing the communication and facilitation skills needed to guide exhibition
visitors. While this agenda serves as the standard training framework, it is flexible and can
be adapted to the specific needs, timetable, and organisational circumstances of each
participating school.

The training is divided into two complementary parts. The first day focuses on introducing
the historical themes, encouraging critical reflection, and developing participants'
understanding of human rights through interactive educational activities. The second day
is dedicated to practical preparation for the exhibition, enabling students to become
confident and well-prepared peer guides.

Day 1 – Historical Context and Human Rights Education

Getting to Know Each Other (Ice-breaker Activity): Participants are introduced to one
another through interactive activities that create a positive learning atmosphere and
encourage teamwork.
Discussion about History: Students reflect on the meaning of history, why it is
important to remember the past, and how historical events relate to contemporary
society.
Short Film and Discussion: A short educational film (“Short Life of Anne Frank”) serves
as an introduction to the topics of Anne Frank, the Holocaust, discrimination, and
human rights, followed by a facilitated group discussion.
Timeline Exercise: Participants work collaboratively to place important historical
events in chronological order, strengthening their understanding of the historical
context surrounding Anne Frank's life and the Second World War.
Just an Ordinary Day: Students explore how everyday life can be affected by
discrimination, exclusion, and the loss of rights, encouraging empathy and personal
reflection.
Messages from History: Participants analyse historical messages and discuss their
relevance for today's society, with a focus on tolerance, democracy, and human rights.
Personal Roles and Choices: Through interactive exercises, students consider
individual responsibility, moral choices, and the role that ordinary people play in times
of injustice.

Day 2 – Exhibition Preparation

Setting Up the Exhibition and Familiarisation with the Panels: participants assemble
the exhibition’s 36 panels and study each panel in detail, becoming familiar with the
historical content and key messages.

Peer Guide Training Agenda



Practising Exhibition Guiding: Students prepare and rehearse their presentations,
practising how to explain the exhibition clearly to their peers, engage visitors, and
respond to questions.
Troubleshooting Session: The training concludes with a discussion of practical
challenges that may arise during the exhibition, how to deal with visitors asking
questions, they receive feedback, and build confidence before the exhibition opens.
Evaluation: an essential part of the peer guide training agenda, conducted at the end of
the programme. It is most commonly carried out using a combination of individual
"hand evaluation" and a group reflection session. During the hand evaluation,
participants provide personal feedback on different aspects of the training in a simple
and interactive format. This is followed by a closing circle, where participants are
invited to share their overall impressions, discuss what they learned, reflect on any
concerns or challenges they may still have, and exchange experiences with the group.
This final reflection helps trainers assess the effectiveness of the training while also
reinforcing participants' learning and confidence before they begin guiding the
exhibition.

A Note on Gender Imbalance among participating Peer Guides
We are aware that the low participation of boys in exhibition peer-guiding activities
represents an ongoing challenge that has become increasingly noticeable over time. Across
successive school year cycles, we have observed a gradual decline in the number of boys
participating, despite making consistent efforts to encourage balanced gender
representation during recruitment. This pattern has also been highlighted by teachers and
school partners, who report experiencing similar difficulties in engaging boys not only in
this programme but also in youth exchanges, civic engagement initiatives, and other
extracurricular activities. These observations suggest that the issue extends beyond the
exhibition itself and reflects broader trends in young people's participation. We recognize
that the educational pathways through which we primarily recruit participants are
increasingly female-dominated, while boys are more frequently concentrated in vocational
and technical schools, limiting their representation in our target groups. At the same time,
wider gender norms and patterns of educational socialization appear to influence interests
in civic, historical, and human rights topics, which may contribute to lower levels of
engagement among boys. 

We have also observed that boys who do participate sometimes approach the exhibition
differently, often showing greater interest in factual or military aspects of historical events
than in the reflective and discussion-based elements of the programme. Nevertheless,
those who participate typically engage meaningfully with the experience, suggesting that
the challenge lies less in the quality or relevance of the programme itself than in reaching
and retaining male participants. We therefore view this as a broader structural issue that
warrants continued attention through targeted outreach, stronger collaboration with a
wider range of schools, and ongoing evaluation of the barriers preventing boys from
participating in similar civic and educational initiatives.
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As the regional coordinator of the travelling exhibition, organizing this event has been
both a familiar and a challenging experience. On one hand, the organization of a travelling
exhibition has become a well-established activity within our work. Over the years, we
have developed clear procedures, communication channels, and practical experience that
allow many aspects of the process to run smoothly and efficiently. In many ways, the
coordination of exhibitions has become a streamlined process, where logistics,
communication, and collaboration between partners are already strongly embedded.

However, despite this level of experience and preparation, this particular edition of the
travelling exhibition brought several unexpected challenges that required flexibility,
adaptation and additional coordination efforts. One of the main challenges was related to
the original plan for the exhibition to tour in Bosnia and Herzegovina. We were looking
forward to this opportunity, as it represented a chance to bring the exhibition back into
circulation among new audiences and communities. However, due to the changing and
worrisome political circumstances, it was ultimately decided that the planned locations
would be relocated to Croatia and Serbia. This required a quick adjustment of plans, new
coordination with partners, and a reorganization of logistical aspects in order to ensure
that the exhibition could continue its journey successfully.

Despite the challenges and unexpected changes throughout the process, the
implementation of the travelling exhibition was ultimately very successful. Thanks to the
commitment, flexibility, and cooperation of all partners involved, we managed to overcome
the obstacles and deliver the exhibition in a very positive and impactful way. We were able
to organize more visits to schools than initially expected, which enabled us to reach a
wider audience of young people and engage more educational communities. Additionally,
the number of visitors exceeded our expectations, confirming the strong interest in the
exhibition and the relevance of the topics addressed through the STAND UP project. This
successful outcome showed once again that, even when facing unforeseen circumstances,
strong collaboration, adaptability, and shared commitment can lead to excellent results.

Conclusion
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